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20Cavendish           " In my belief, if the war is to be brought to a

Square,               close in time to avert a world-wide catastrophe, it

will be brought to a close because on both sides the
people of the countries involved realise that it has
already lasted too long.

" There can be no question that this feeling pre-
vails extensively in Germany, Austria and Turkey.
We know beyond doubt that the economic pressure
in those countries far exceeds any to which we are
subject here. Ministers inform us in their speeches
of ' constant efforts * on the part of the Central
Powers to ' initiate peace talk ' (Sir Eric Geddes at
the Mansion House, November 9.)

" If the peace talk is not more articulate, and has
not been so precise as to enable His Majesty's
Government to treat it seriously, the explanation is
probably to be found in the fact, first, that German
despotism does not tolerate independent expressions
of opinion, and, second, that the German Government
has contrived, probably with success, to misrepresent
the aims of the Allies, which are supposed to include
the destruction of Germany.

" An immense stimulus would probably be given
to the peace party in Germany if it were under-
stood :

" i. That we do not desire the annihilation of
Germany as a Great Power ;

"2. That, except as a legitimate war measure,
we have no desire to deny to Germany her place
among the great commercial communities of the
world;

"3. That we are prepared, when the war is over,
to examine in concert with other Powers the group
of international problems, some of them of recent
origin, which are connected with the question of
' the freedom of the seas';

"4.   We are prepared to enter into an inter-